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Academic Advising at the
College of Arts and Sciences

is a Partnership

Academic advising in the College of Arts and
Sciences at the University of Southern Maine
provides support o enhance the educadonal
experience for all students.

Faculty advising takes into consideration students
‘r'.].Fj-'jJ'Lg .I'.I.CCdE-. J.ﬂlI‘D.'.SIE, ELI'LEI. Eb“.i.ti.f.i, as “‘E”. as
educational, carcer, and life poals.

Advising is an invaluable partnership betwesn
faculty advisors and students aimed at supporting
and guiding students to make decisions that will
affect their academic careers and their futures.

What can a fwuﬁy advisor do ﬁ)r yorui

* Enhance your USM experience

* Help you develop partnerships with faculty who
have expertise in your field of snudy

* Enrich and support your learning and
development outside the classroom

* Assist you in understanding major and minor
degree requirements

* Help you understand and appreciate academic
policies and procedures thar will affect your
academic career

* Help you to develop a plan to graduate

* An advisor can help you complete the various
forms related to your academic career

What dﬂ_}w as a student need to do?

* Contact your faculty advisor early in your
academic career

* Learn about your responsibilities as a student

* Look for opportunities to get involved and deepen
your academic career

* Ask how your course selections and other
educational opportnities fit into your life plans

* Keep in contact with your advisor



College of Arts and Sciences
Faculty Academic Advising

Miszsion

Academic advising in the College of Arts and
Sciences (CAS) at the University of Southern
Maine is approached from an educational and
developmental perspective that considers students
diverss b unds, interests, abilities, and sdu-
catiomal, career, and life poals. Academic advising
is 2 partnership between faculty advisors and stu-
dents that is grounded in teaching, learning, and
student development

Goals

* To affirm the quality and inteprity of USM and
its CAS degree programs

* To support the student experience from point of
mn[agtmdimugh gradua:icuj:f :

* To enhance and sappart the classroom experi-
ence while maintining confidentialiny; academ-
ic advising is not to be equated only with course
repistration but also with eaching and learning

* T develop intentional partnerships where facul-
ty advisors are aEEIr:pria accessible, and
knowledgeable, where faculty advisors use their
Expertis: :-:-L%:i.de and facilirate student educa-
tional and lite decision-making processes, and
wheme students share msponsibility for advising

* Too offer a collective, colbborative process thar
makes use of appropriate University resources to
support student responsibility for their learning

AICCRE

* Too creare a mutually responsive and respectful
process where faculty and students u tand
the diverse nature and multiculral perspective
of our university community

To achieve these poaks, the College of Arts and

Sciences has identified outcomes for student

learning and for the delivery of academic advising.

Student Learning Outcomes ﬁ)r
Academic Advising

* To kmowe, understand, and fulfill their responsi-
bilities in the academic advising process

* To kmow how to complete the various forms
related to enmollment

* To understand how to develop a balanced
academic schedule and praduation plan

* To understand the impact of internal and
extemal commitments on collepe success

* To understand program requirements {universi-
oy, callege, and departmental)

* To kmow about minor degree rquirments

* Too kmow who their academic advisors are

* To understand the range of university esources
availahle to them

* To work toward the development of an under-
standing of how their choices of courses and
mejors fit into larger life plans

» To identify experiences that will enhance their
career objectives and/or post-graduate options

* To take respansibility for their moles in the
academic advising process

* To develop a balanced schedule and gradwation
plan

* To understand that academic adwising
is a collaborative process

* To understand the difference
hetween the role of
faculty within the chssroom
and the role of faculty as aca-
demic advisor and mentor

* To understand where they
are in their
educational/career

developrment

Delivery Outcomes for Faculty

Academnic Advising

» Academnic advisors are appropriately accessible
and mailable o students

» Academic advisors understand both strategjes
that promote engaged learning and issues that
may inhibit effective leaming

» Academic advisors understand the demographics
of USM smdents

» Academic advisors have the “wol™ they need to
be effective in their roles as listeners, questioners,

and referral agents for students
» Academnic advisors are familiar with:
- Strengths and needs of students from diverse
groups
- Policies and procedures
- General education requirements
- Depree mequirements
- Boundaries of ethical acticns

* Aradernic advisors make ap propriate, effective
referrals

» Acadernic advisors are aware of and practice

appropriate boundaries and limitations in the

advising rehtionship, working within the

parameters of professional ethics
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