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Dreamweaver III -- Building Consistency into your site

Begin this session by copying the Gorham practice folder from the N drive to your desktop.
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Color Schemes
Open the Bailey page. Choose a color scheme for your entire page in Modify > Page Properties.

These properties apply only to the page you are working on. To set characteristics that can be attached to several pages, you will need to use Cascading Style Sheets and/or Templates.
Basing your page on the design and styles of another.

Once you have a page designed just the way you like it, save it.

Base another page on it by using Save As to rename it for your new page. After saving it with a new name, move through the page making any changes in content, formatting etc.  Your links should work as long as you save this page into the same folder as the page you based it on, and the appearance should remain the same until you purposely change it.  BE SURE that you change the Title of your page, or the display name won’t be different.

Changes to the general look of a site created this way will require making those same changes on EVERY page.

USM Templates
· Download USM templates from http://www.usm.maine.edu/webdev/download.htm . 

· Open one of the templates in Dreamweaver the same way you would open any page you have been working on. 
Save the page into your pages folder with a new name. 

· Make any changes or additions to this page by highlighting one section at a time to replace it with your own material. 

· Upload page to server, to see the finished product. (Preview will not look the same.)

Cascading Style Sheets

Style sheets can be used with or without Templates to create consistency between your pages. 

The first step in applying CSS is to remove any formatting that you have already applied to your text.

To do that, highlight all your text and set your fonts, colors, sizes etc. to DEFAULT. If you have set any color styles in the commands or modify page properties menus, reverse those.

The easiest way to create Cascading Style Sheets is to redefine tags.

To redefine tags, you first need to USE tags. Highlight some text and look at the Properties Panel. In the upper left corner you will see a box labeled  “format”. This will indicate the current tag for the highlighted text. You can assign a tag by clicking on the drop-down menu in the Properties Panel.

Creating a Style Sheet

Open the “Home” page and remove all formatting except for formatting tags. (see above)

First you will attach a Style Sheet that will affect the appearance of the entire page.

Be sure your CSS Styles Panel is open. To create a new Style Sheet, either click on the first icon from the left in the bottom right corner of the panel or right click inside the panel (Control click on a Mac) and choose Attach Style Sheet. Enter a name for your stylesheet (probably something relating to your site) and it must end with .css (No spaces, all lower case). Be sure that “Link” is selected and click ok. You will get a dialogue box that asks whether you want to create this new class – click yes.  Your new stylesheet should now appear in the CSS panel. 
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To create a style, 

· click on the second icon from the left or right click (control click)  inside the panel and select New CSS Style.  

· In the bottom of the box, choose Define in and select your style sheet, 

· click Redefine HTML Tag.

· At the top, click on the drop-down menu arrow to select Body. 

· Click OK and a new dialogue box will appear. 
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“Body” refers to the entire body of text and the basic appearance of your page. Select a font, font color, font size and perhaps a background color for the page (click on background in the left hand menu to access that dialogue box.)

Repeat these steps two more times to create styles for your H1 and H2 tags. 

The Many States of Links

There are four definable states of a link. The default link, hover state, click (active) state and visited state. The first state is necessary to identify a link. The hover state aids in that identification, particularly if you are using a less-common style for your static link (not blue and underlined). USM uses an underline in the hover mode for its styles, which makes their orange links look more like links. The visited state helps a user keep track of previously visited links.
To define styles for the links, you create 3 or 4 new styles, using Advanced, select the appropriate tags and it is important to do them in order.

1 – Default Link: Create new style. Define within your stylesheet. Choose CSS Selector. Choose a:link. Let’s emulate the USM tags by selecting an orange color and no decoration. 

2 – Visited: Create new style. Define within your stylesheet. Choose CSS Selector. Choose a:visited. Choose a color that is clearly different but still harmonious with your site scheme.

3 – Hover: Create a new style, Define within your stylesheet. Choose CSS Selector. Choose a:hover. Add an underline. 

4 – Active: Create a new style, Define within your stylesheet. Choose CSS Selector. Choose a:active. Choose white font on a bright orange background with underline.


Margins
An option to using tables to set margins: 

Look in your CSS panel and right click (Mac: Control click) body. This is the style that covers your entire page. On the left side of the page, click on Box. Deselect Same for All at the top of the Margins section, then try a value of 5% for the right and left sides. Save and preview.

To attach a style sheet to a page, open the page, click on Attach Style Sheet in the CSS Styles window. Browse to your stylesheet (if necessary) and click ok. 
Making changes to CSS 

Will change all the pages attached to that style sheet

To see what types of magic can be accomplished with Cascading Style Sheets, go to:

http://www.csszengarden.com/
Templates

You build a template in much the same way as any other page. Be sure to include everything that you want to appear on all your pages (headers, links, footers, etc.) It can also include all the information you want on that particular page. Be sure to include paragraph breaks within your blocks of text. When it looks the way you want it to, save it as a template. 

Next you must designate areas in the page that you wish to make editable. To mark an area editable, highlight it, click Insert >  Template Objects > Editable Region.  You will be asked to name the editable region. Make it something that explains the function of that area. A line will surround the area you designated with a label at the upper left.

If you don’t see highlighted areas, check to be sure that you have View > Visual Aids > Invisible Elements enabled. Note: Although you may want to edit your links in the future, you don’t want to make them an editable region. The value of the template is to be able to make a change on one page in order to correct that item on all your pages. To change the links in the future, you will open the template and change them there.

To create a new page based on your template, choose File > New from Template and select your template from the list of available templates.  Your new page, based on the template will come up and you can edit any of the editable areas on the page.

If you are creating a template for existing pages, you will need to open each of the old pages, remove any formatting (set to default) and create a new “page from template” and drag (copy and paste) items from the old page onto the new one. When you are satisfied that you have all your elements on the new page, close the old page and save the new page with the same name as the old page. 

Warning: this will overwrite your previous file. If this makes you nervous, save it temporarily with a new name, but in the same folder with your old page. 

This will enable you to test your links before deleting your old page. 

Note that until you save the new page into the same folder as your old page, your links will be broken. This is because your new page is based on a template stored in another (templates) folder. Don’t worry. Once you save it the links will work again.

Note: When over-writing, be careful that your html tag matches.
Save your new  page. To see the power of your template, open the template page and make a change. When you save the change, Dreamweaver will ask you whether to update the other pages linked to the template. Say yes to this and check the results. 

----------------------------------------

Tips for Effective Web Design:

Keep content lean, limit the # of links visible on a page, strive for navigational simplicity

Test every link you create

Keep download time down by minimizing graphics and animations

Sue Goodrich

218 Abromson

228-8001

Revised 11/07








