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Chemistry 252/254
Organic Chemistry


Rotoevaporation

(See p. 633 of Pavia)
Rotoevaporation is a process for removing solvents from a compound.  Rotoevaporation is not suitable for compounds that are air- and/or moisture-sensitive, but it is very useful for quick solvent removal from air and moisture stable compounds.  The apparatus shown in Figure 2 is a typical rotoevaporator.  A vacuum is usually created with a water aspirator. The reduced pressure allows for solvent removal at much lower temperatures then are normally possible. The solvent is collected in the collection flask and discarded. Ask your laboratory instructor to review the operation of the rotoevaporators in the organic laboratory.
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Figure 2.  A rotoevaporator.

