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Introduction

In this exercise students will attempt to find information required for the preparation of a specific diarylacetylene they have been assigned for the coming semester. Your instructor will assign the target molecule during the first recitation period.  To find information about your target molecule you will use a program called SciFinder.  USM has a license for two copies of this program, which means that only two people may use it at the same time.  The program is available in the computer labs in Luther Bonney in Portland and Bailey Hall in Gorham.  It is not available on the university’s Macs.  The path to the program is Start/All Programs/Chemistry Applications/SciFinder Scholar 2006>SciFinder.

As you work your way through this exercise, you should have a copy of the Post Lab Exercises open so that you can 

Use SciFinder
1. Open SciFinder.  Click the Accept button and click OK on the Message of the Day.  

2. Select the Explore option from the New Task window, then click the Chemical Structure button from the Explore window.

3. Draw the structure of the compound you have been assigned.  The structure drawing utility is fairly self-explanatory.  No directions for drawing structures are included here. 

4. Click the Get Substances button.  The results of the search are displayed in a window entitled SciFinder Scholar.  Click the Reference button.  This opens a window called Get References.
5. Select the References associated with: option, check the Preparation box, and click OK.  This will return a list of references to articles that contain information about the preparation of your specific compound.  You will include this information in your Post Lab Exercises.
6. Check the box next to each reference that your search returns and click the button in the top right corner of the window to retrieve the abstract for each reference.  You will include this information in your Post Lab Exercises.
Obtaining Articles

Depending on the source of the reference(s) that your search returns, you have three options for obtaining the article that describes the preparation of your target molecule:

1. Download any articles that are available on-line; check the box next to the reference of interest and then click the Full Text button near the top of the SciFinder Schoar window. 

2. Photocopy the article from any of the journals that are available in the USM library, e.g. the Journal of the American Chemical Society or the Journal of Organic Chemistry.

3. Submit an ILL request.

Dealing with Problems
If you run into problems at any time during this exercise, contact Dr. Newton or Dr. Tracy.

